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ANNOTATED AGENDA

BACKGROUND

Arab countries and institutions and members of the OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) are important part-
ners for developing countries as they provide significant amounts of development finance, trade and investments. The  
effectiveness of our support to developing countries depends to a considerable extent on our ability to forge trust with each 
other and to work in partnership.

The Arab-DAC Dialogue on Development provides a platform to exchange ideas, share good practices and identify  
opportunities for joint action on important development issues. This event, which follows on from several successful meetings 
held in recent years, is jointly organised by the DAC and the Arab Coordination Group Institutions (ACGI).

OBJECTIVES

The year 2015 will be an exceptional year as the international community intends to agree on a new global development 
agenda to succeed the Millennium Development Goals. In light of the discussions taking place at the United Nations (UN) 
and the proposals made by the Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals, the objective of the 2015 Arab-DAC 
Dialogue on Development is to identify opportunities for collaboration between Arab countries and institutions and the DAC 
so that they can be more effective in supporting developing countries in their efforts to achieve development goals. The 
discussions will focus on strengthening the means of implementation of the sustainable development goals, particularly in the 
areas of ensuring sustainable energy for all and reducing trade and investment costs to promote private sector contribution 
to development. 

MEETING DYNAMIC

On the first day, 26 January 2015, the dialogue will be organised as a high-level roundtable discussion to allow for a frank 
and interactive exchange among participants. Each session will be introduced by lead speakers and followed by a discussion 
with contributions from all participants, drawing on their own experience and expertise. 

Each delegation will have one seat at the table, with additional seats available in the meeting room. In order to promote a 
dynamic discussion, participants are requested to keep their remarks to 3 minutes.

As in previous events, the Co-Chairs, Mr Abdlatif Y. Al-Hamad, Director General/Chairman of the Board of Directors, Arab 
Fund for Economic and Social Development, and Mr Erik Solheim, DAC Chair, will prepare a summary of the main points of 
discussion and agreed next steps.

The second day, 27 January 2015, will be dedicated to presentations and technical discussions. 

DOCUMENTATION

All documentation for the meeting, including issues notes for each session, is available on the internet at:  
www.oecd.org/dac/dac-global-relations/Arab-DAC-Dialogue-on-Development-2015.htm

http://www.oecd.org/dac/dac-global-relations/Arab-DAC-Dialogue-on-Development-2015.htm
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From 08:00 Registration

09:30 – 10:00 1. Welcome and introduction
Welcoming remarks by the Co-Chairs

• Mr Abdlatif Y. Al-Hamad, Director General/Chairman of the Board of Directors, Arab Fund For Economic and Social 
Development 

• Mr Erik Solheim, Chair, OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC)

Introductory remarks: “Setting a new global development agenda in 2015”

• H.E. Sheikha Lubna Bint Khalid Al Qasimi, Minister of International Co-operation and Development, the United 
Arab Emirates

10:00 – 11:30 2. Ensuring sustainable energy for all 
Access to clean energy is essential for human well-being and a key factor in reducing poverty and promoting 
development while at the same time ensuring long-term environmental sustainability. Energy was not included in the 
Millennium Development Goals; however, access to energy that is clean, sustainable and reliable is critical to achieving 
several of these goals. For their part, the proposed Sustainable Development Goals include an explicit reference to 
“ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all”.

Providers of development co-operation are responding to this priority, with recent data showing that bilateral financial 
commitments to clean energy supply and generation in developing countries have increased since 2010, reaching 
USD  5 billion in 2013. Nevertheless, more effort is needed to increase both the access to clean energy and the 
sustainability of energy production and use. 

This session will discuss how providers of development co-operation can support developing countries in increasing 
access to affordable, reliable and sustainable energy.

Speakers:

• Mr Fuad Al Bassam, Assistant Director General, OPEC Fund for International Development (OFID)

• Mr Simon Upton, Director, Environment Directorate, OECD

Discussant:

• Ms Kristin T. Wæringsaasen, Senior Adviser Renewable Energy, Department for Climate, Energy and Environment, 
NORAD and Co-Chair of the OECD Advisory Group on Investment and Development (AGID)

Key issues for discussion:

• How can development co-operation best be used to mobilise other financial resources (domestic, private sector) 
to ensure sustainable energy for all?

• How can providers of development co-operation help improve poor people’s access to energy?

Possible outcomes:

• Agreement to increase official development assistance (ODA) to the energy sector, prioritising programmes 
and projects in line with the future agreement to be reached at the 21st Conference of the Parties on the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (December 2015, Paris).

• Commitment to identify and promote good practices in mobilising national and foreign private resources to meet 
the goal of ensuring sustainable energy for all, including through public-private partnerships.

• Commitment to support developing countries to develop energy development programmes adapted to their 
capacities and circumstances.

11:30 – 11:50 BREAK  

11:50 – 12:50 3. Reducing trade and investment costs to promote private sector contribution to development
Economic growth will remain an important part of the new global development agenda and the private sector has 
a key role in meeting that objective. The changing nature of international business, with an expansion in global and 
regional value chains, provides new opportunities for developing countries through access to networks, global markets, 
capital, knowledge and technology. This trend has also further strengthened the links between trade, investment and 
sustainable development. The private sector has been responding to these opportunities with significant investment. 
This has resulted in private flows into developing countries increasingly exceeding official flows since the mid-1990s.
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At the same time, there are still many challenges to doing business in developing countries, such as energy shortages 
(discussed during previous session), high logistical and transportation costs, inadequate regulatory framework, and 
weak institutional capacity. Providers of development co-operation are working with developing countries to address 
these obstacles to improve the pre-conditions for private sector growth through aid for investment, aid for trade, as 
well as using financial instruments that support the private sector.

This session, which will continue after the break for lunch, will discuss how providers of development co-operation 
can do more to support low-income countries to reduce the trade and investment costs which can hold back the 

contribution of the private sector to development.

Speakers:

• Dr Ahmad Mohamed Ali, President and Chairman of the Board, Islamic Development Bank (IsDB)

• Dr Raed Safadi, Deputy Director, Trade and Agriculture Directorate, OECD

Discussants:

• Ms Reem Badran, Chairperson of the Board of Al Hurra for Management and Business Development, Jordan

• Mr Pio Wennubst, Assistant Director General, Head of the Directorate Global Cooperation, Swiss Agency for 
Development and Co-operation

• Mr Nasser Al-Khatani, Executive Director, Arab Gulf Programme for Development (AGFUND)

Key issues for discussion:

• How can providers of development co-operation work with developing countries to improve the pre-conditions 
for private sector growth? How can we make sure that our efforts in this area are complementary?

• How can providers of development co-operation best conduct policy dialogue with the private sector, both in 
their own but also in developing countries? What are the lessons learned in this area?

• Are the instruments (e.g. equity, guarantees, loans, technical assistance) that providers of development 
co-operation have to support private sector development appropriate for today’s business context, with the 
expansion of global value chains?

Possible outcomes:

• Agreement to share more information about each other’s efforts to promote the contribution of the private sector 
to development, including by: 

- Reporting concessional and non-concessional flows to the DAC statistical system.

- Providing each other with information on support for infrastructure in developing countries. 

• Greater involvement of Arab countries and institutions in the OECD/WTO Aid for Trade Global Reviews.

13:00 – 14:30 LUNCH DISCUSSION ON “IMPLEMENTING THE SOMALI COMPACT FOR TANGIBLE RESULTS FOR THE PEOPLE: 
WHERE DO WE STAND?”

(For Heads of Delegation only, Chatham House rule)

Participants at the 2014 Arab-DAC Dialogue on Development welcomed the Somali Compact endorsed in Brussels in 
September 2013 and committed to continue their support to Somalia, including by strengthening the transparency, 
co-ordination and alignment of their international assistance. The lunch discussion will provide the opportunity to 
review progress achieved over the past year, note key national priorities for 2015 and look into concrete measures 
that could be taken to increase the share of external resources using the country’s own systems, including the 
national windows of the ‘Somalia Development and Reconstruction Facility’ and the national budget framework.

Speaker:

• Ms Sofia Carrondo, Senior Coordination Officer/Team Leader Stabilisation and New Deal, United Nations 
Assistance Mission in Somalia (UNSOM)

14:30 – 15:30 3. (continued) Reducing trade and investment costs to promote private sector contribution to  
development
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15:30 – 17:00 4. Strengthening the means of implementation to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals
The new global development agenda to be agreed by the UN in September 2015 will shape development efforts for 
years to come. The agreement is expected to be based on the 17 Sustainable Development Goals proposed by the UN 
Open Working Group. The proposed goals are universal, broader and more ambitious than the Millennium Development 
Goals. They cover new topics such as: sustainable energy, economic growth and employment, infrastructure and 
industrialisation, and peaceful societies and justice. They also include a specific goal on means of implementation. 

This session will discuss how providers of development co-operation can support the implementation of the Sustainable 
Development Goals, including through finance, capacity building and multi-stakeholder partnerships, such as the Global 
Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation.

Introductory remarks:

• Mr Abdulwahab Al Bader, Director General, Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development (KFAED)

• Mr Jeroen Verheul, Ambassador at Large for Foreign Trade and International Development Co-operation, the 
Netherlands

Key issues for discussion:

• What priority actions should Arab and DAC providers of development co-operation take to support implementation 
of the new Sustainable Development Goals?

• How can DAC and Arab providers most effectively use the Global Partnership for Effective Development 
Co-operation to get policies right and develop new models and tools for partnership?

• What other initiatives supported by the OECD and/or Arab countries and institutions can play a valuable role in 
supporting implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals?

Possible outcomes:

• Agreement to continue to make all efforts to achieve our respective ODA commitments including, for those of us 
who have endorsed it, the UN target of 0.7 per cent of Gross National Income (GNI) as ODA to developing countries.

• Agreement to make further progress in the good collaboration between DAC and Arab countries and institutions 
in the field of monitoring and statistics. 

• Commitment to enhance capacity building support to developing countries in the field of monitoring, including 
through the Partnership in Statistics for Development in the 21st Century (Paris 21). 

• Support to the Global Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation as a platform for implementation of 
the new global development agenda, including through its voluntary initiatives and building blocks and through 
active participation in its monitoring framework to track progress in and improve the quality of development 
partnerships. 

17:00 – 17:30 BREAK

17:30 – 18:00 5. Closing session: Agreement on joint actions 

• Mr Erik Solheim, Chair, OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC)

• Mr Abdlatif Y. Al-Hamad, Director General  and Chairman of the Board, Arab Fund For Economic and Social 
Development 

18:30 – 20:00 DINNER DISCUSSION ON THE TRANSITION FUND OF THE DEAUVILLE PARTNERSHIP

For Heads of Delegation only, co-hosted by OECD Deputy Secretary-General Mr William Danvers and 
Dr  Christiane Bögemann-Hagedorn, Director for North Africa; Middle East; South-Eastern and Eastern Europe 

and Latin America, German Federal Ministry for Economic Co-operation and Development. 

The Deauville Partnership will be discussed at the G7 Summit in July 2015 in Schloss Elmau (Germany). The Transition 
Fund, launched in 2011, was created to fund capacity development activities in the Middle-East and North Africa region. 
A recent evaluation stressed that further capitalisation will be crucial to maximise the efficiency and effectiveness of 
on-going projects, as well as to develop and implement new activities. As a current co-chair of the Transition Fund, 
Germany would like to use the occasion of the Arab-DAC Dialogue on Development to have an exchange on the future 
of the Transition Fund. Following welcoming remarks by Mr Danvers, the German delegation will brief participants on 
the Transition Fund’s objectives and progress to date and lead a discussion on possible ways forward.
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From 08:00 Registration

09:00 – 10:30 Presentation of Arab development co-operation
This will be an opportunity for Arab countries and institutions to present the main features and functioning of 
their development co-operation to DAC members.

Moderator: Mr Jon Lomøy, Director, Development Co-operation Directorate, OECD

Speakers from:

• The Secretariat of the Arab Co-ordination Group

• Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa (BADEA)

• Saudi Fund for Development (SFD)

• Arab Gulf Programme for Development (AGFUND)

• Islamic Development Bank (IsDB)

10:30 – 11:30 Presentation of OECD’s work related to the Middle-East and North-Africa (MENA)
This will be an opportunity to discuss the work carried out in the context of the MENA-OECD Initiative for 
Governance and Investment for Development which promotes broad reforms to enhance the investment climate, 
disseminate standards and principles of good governance, strengthen regional and international partnerships, 
and foster sustainable economic growth. Activities engaged in collaboration with multilateral initiatives, such 
as the Deauville Partnership and the Open Government Partnership, will also be presented during the session.

Moderator: Mr Carlos Conde, Head of Division, Middle East and North Africa, Global Relations Secretariat, OECD

Speakers:

• Ms Nicola Ehlermann-Cache, Head, MENA-OECD Investment Programme, Global Relations Secretariat, 
OECD

• Ms Miriam Allam, Economist/Policy Analyst, MENA-OECD Governance Programme, Public Governance and 
Territorial Development Directorate

• Ms Christiane Bögemann-Hagedorn, Deputy Director General for North Africa, Middle East, South Eastern 
and Eastern Europe,  Latin America, Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development, Germany

11:30 – 11:50 BREAK  

11:50 – 13:00 Development Finance – State of play
This will be an opportunity for Arab countries and institutions and the DAC to reflect on the outcomes of the DAC 
High-Level Meeting of 15-16 December 2014 – which focused on the measurement of development finance – 
and to discuss the latest thinking from both sides in this area. 

Moderator: Mr Jon Lomøy, Director, Development Co-operation Directorate, OECD

Presentations and discussions will focus on:

• What changes should be made to the current measurement of development finance? What should be 
included and what should be excluded from the future broader definition of development finance (currently 
referred to as Total Official support for Sustainable Development, or TOSD)? How should market-like 
instruments be taken account of?

• How is work on harmonisation and presentation of statistics within Arab countries and institutions evolving 
and how can collaboration with the OECD on this issue advance?
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